EASA Notices of Proposed Amendments (NPAs) 
BBGA & ECOGAS Summary Information Document.
Updated 6 September 2024
Notes: 
· This update adds NPA 2024 – 06
· Copies of NPA Summary Information Documents and the NPAs are in Microsoft Teams
· The comment period for NPA 2024-04 has now expired so it has been moved to “Comment Period Closed” at the end of this document.  
COMMENT PERIOD STILL OPEN SECTION: 
NPA 2024 - 05 (Issued 09/07/2024)                            Comment period expires: 09/10/2024


Conformity assessment — Establishment of a European certification/declaration system for safety-related aerodrome equipment
Note:  This NPA comprises 2 parts which in total runs to 59 pages:  


Part A - Explanatory Note.  
Part B - Proposed amendments to Regulation (EU) No 139/2014 
Comments:

i) Affects: Organisations involved in the design, production and maintenance of safety-related aerodrome equipment; ADR operators; NCAs. 
ii) Origin/Driver: Safety and efficiency.
iii) A Rulemaking Task is involved: RMT.0161 (Subtask 4) 
iv) No Rulemaking Group is involved..

v) The primary objective of the NPA is to enhance the certification process of aerodromes as regards the procurement and maintenance of safety-related aerodrome equipment.

vi) To achieve this, the NPA proposes a regulatory framework for the voluntary certification/declaration of safety-related aerodrome equipment. .
vii) Affected Rules: Regulation (EU) No 139/2014
EASA rulemaking procedure milestones
Refer to the latest edition of the EPAS Volume II
NPA 2024 - 06 (Issued 04/09/2024)                            Comment period expires: 04/12/2024


Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones - 
Enabling the initial airworthiness of unmanned aircraft systems subject to certification, and the continuing airworthiness of those unmanned aircraft systems operated in the ‘specific’ category.
Note:  This NPA comprises 5 parts which in total runs to 55 pages:  


Part A - Explanatory Note.  
Part B - Proposed AMC and GM to the initial airworthiness requirements for UAS subject to certification.

Part C - Proposed AMC and GM to the UAS Regulations.

Part D - Proposed AMC and GM to continuing airworthiness requirements for organisations.
Part E - Proposed AMC and GM to continuing airworthiness requirement for authorities.
Comments:

i) Affects: UAS operators; competent authorities (CAs); UAS manufacturers; control and monitoring unit (CMU) manufacturers; maintenance organisations; continuing airworthiness management organisations (CAMOs); other airspace users; general public. 
ii) Origin/Driver: Safety (Primarily).
iii) A Rulemaking Task is involved: RMT.0230 — SUBTASK C#4
iv) No Rulemaking Group is involved but EASA has and will continue to make external consultations
v) The primary objectives of the NPA are to:-
-  ensure a high and uniform level of safety for UAS subject to certification an
   operated in the ‘specific’ category.
-  create the conditions for the safe operation of UAS in the U-space airspace.
- promote innovation and development in the field of innovative air mobility (IAM
  while establishing an efficient, proportionate, and well-designed regulatory
  framework which does not unnecessarily hinder the development of the UAS
  market.
-  provide guidance to the competent authorities of the EU Member States for the
   application of the UAS Regulations.
-  support the implementation of the new regulatory framework applicable to UAS.
-  help affected stakeholders understand the specificities of the new regulatory
   framework.
-  address the novelties of UAS compared to manned aviation. 
vi) To achieve this, the NPA proposes a set of new, as well as the amendment of existing, acceptable means of compliance (AMC) and guidance material (GM) for the initial airworthiness requirements for unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) that are subject to certification and the continuing airworthiness of those certified UAS operated in the ‘specific’ category
vii) Affected Rules: Regulation: 
-  Commission Delegated Regulations (EU) 2024/1107 and (EU) 2024/1108.
-  Commission Implementing Regulations (EU) 2024/1109 and (EU) 2024/1110) 
viii) Other relevant consultation documents: NPA 2022-06 issued on 30.6.2022.
EASA rulemaking procedure milestones
Refer to the latest edition of the EPAS Volume II
COMMENT PERIOD CLOSED SECTION:

NPA 2024 - 01 (Issued 06/02/2024)                            Comment period expired: 06/05/2024


Introduction of a regulatory framework for the operation of drones

Enabling innovative air mobility with manned VTOL-capable aircraft

.

Comments:

i) Affects: VCA (VTOL Capable Aircraft) operators; competent authorities (CAs); flight crews; VCA manufacturers; other airspace users; general public. 
ii) Origin/Driver: New operational concepts.
iii) A Rulemaking Task is involved –RMT.0230 — SUBTASK C#3.  
iv) No Rulemaking Group is involved but EASA will consult external experts. 

v) The primary objectives of the NPA are to:
-
 enable operators to safely implement the applicable regulations to operate
       manned VCA in the single European sky (SES); .
-
 ensure that the conditions are met as regards the safe operation of manned
       VCA in the ATM environment.
-
 support innovation and development in the field of innovative air mob
       (IAM) through the implementation of an efficient, proportionate, and well-
       designed regulatory framework which does not unnecessarily hinder the
       development of the manned VCA market
·  provide guidance to the competent authorities of the EU Member States for
 the application of the regulations on manned VCA
·  provide guidance to manufacturers and operators of manned VCA for th
 deployment of operations with manned VCA
vi) To achieve these objectives. The NPA proposes a set of acceptable means of compliance (AMC) guidance material (GM)
Note: This is a fairly substantial NPA comprising 180 pages .
vii) Affected Rules: Regulations: AMC & GM to AIR OPS,  AMC & GM to FC, 
AMC & GM to SERA 

EASA rulemaking procedure milestones
Refer to the latest edition of the EPAS Volume II
NPA 2024 - 02 (Issued 22/03/2024)                            Comment period expired: 24/06/2024


Regular update of the air operations rules

Enhanced implementation of FDM programmes and miscellaneous amendments
.

Comments:

i) Affects: All aircraft operators, aircrew, design and production organisations. . 
ii) Origin/Driver: Safety.
iii) A Rulemaking Task is involved: RMT.0392 (Subtask #1e).  
iv) No Rulemaking Group is involved but EASA will consult externally.. 

v) The primary objectives of the NPA are to: enhance the implementation of FDM (Flight Data Monitoring) programmes
vi) To achieve this objective. The NPA proposes amendments to the EU air operations regulatory framework on flight data monitoring (FDM) programmes and other miscellaneous topics.
vii) Affected Rules: Regulations: Regulation (EU) No 965/2012 (Air OPS)  

EASA rulemaking procedure milestones
Refer to the latest edition of the EPAS Volume II
NPA 2024 - 03 (Issued 04/04/2024)                            Comment period expired: 03/07/2024


Regular update of CS-ETSO
Note:  This NPA comprises 2 parts: Parts A and B.  
Part A is the Explanatory Note.  
Part B details the Proposed Amendments 
Comments:

i) Affects: Manufacturers of ETSO articles. 
ii) Origin/Driver: Safety.
iii) A Rulemaking Task is involved: RMT.0457
iv) No Rulemaking Group is involved. 

v) The primary objective of the NPA is to maintain a high level of safety.

vi) To achieve this objective. The NPA proposes to introduce new or updated standards for parts, taking into account the principles of efficiency and harmonisation.  The main considerations are

- recognition of the latest industry standards (e.g. EUROCAE Documents (EDs
  Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics Documents (RTCA DOs), or
  other);
- harmonisation with the corresponding Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
  Technical Standard Orders (TSOs);
- incorporation of new ETSOs;
- amendments of existing ETSOs;
- introduction of new guidance material for Subpart A.

vii) Affected Rules: Regulations: CS-ETSO
EASA rulemaking procedure milestones
Refer to the latest edition of the EPAS Volume II
NPA 2024 - 04 (Issued 30/04/2024)                            Comment period expired: 30/07/2024


Regular update of Commission Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 and the associated acceptable means of compliance and guidance material (RMT.0031 Subtask 3)
Note:  This NPA comprises 4 parts which in total runs to 164 pages:  


Part A - Explanatory Note.  
Part B - Proposed amendments to Commission Regulation (EU) No 748/2012
Part C - Proposed amendments to Annex I (Part 21) to Commission Regulation (EU) No 748/2012
Part D - Proposed amendments to the AMC and GM to Annex I (Part 21) to Commission Regulation 
             (EU) No 748/2012
Comments:

i) Affects: Design and production organisations; Member States’ competent
authorities; EASA. 
ii) Origin/Driver: Safety, inconsistencies and errors
iii) A Rulemaking Task is involved: RMT.0031 Subtask 3
iv) No Rulemaking Group is involved. 

v) The primary objective of the NPA is to ensure that the Initial Airworthiness Regulation and the associated AMC and GM are fit for purpose, are cost-effective and can be implemented.

vi) To achieve this, the NPA proposes 7 areas of change:
1.  Amend the articles of the Initial Airworthiness Regulation to match the current
     situation of grandfathering and transitional measures and to correct cross
     references to the points in Annex I (Part 21);
2.  Clarify the competence requirements for pilots performing operational
     suitability data flight tests in Annex I (Part 21);
3.  Clarify the reporting obligations for production organisation approval holders in
     Annex I (Part 21);
4.  Introduce recommendations made by the International Authorities Working
     Group on point 21.A.101;
5.  Correct typographical errors and cross references in Annex I (Part 21) and i
     the AMC and GM;
6.  Resolve certain recurrent implementation issues by improving the text of the
     AMC and GM to Annex I (Part 21);
7.  Align the AMC and GM to Annex I (Part 21) with the current industry practices
     and standards.
vii) Affected Rules: Commission Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 (IAW) and 
ED Decision 2012/020/R – AMC/GM to Part 21, Issue 2.
EASA rulemaking procedure milestones
Refer to the latest edition of the EPAS Volume II
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